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Box Car “Shorthand” Data 

There are many types of data painted on railroad rolling stock that all provide useful information 

to assure safe railroad operation. Many abbreviations are known by railroad personnel and not 

the general public. Some refer to this data as train car shorthand. This brief writeup summarizes 

what the shorthand means. The information presented is taken from a presentation by Greg Hurd. 

This grouping of data defines the size of box car and usable volume of the cars. It can be at either 

side of a box car door. 

 

 

This photo shows where the dimensions apply. 
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This data contains a unique identification number of the box car and weight capacity of the car.  

Other information found in this grouping is at the owner of the car’s discretion. This data is most 

often located at the opposite end of the car as the dimensional data. 

 

 

The ends of a box car can have data as well as the sides. The B end of a car is where the hand 

brake wheel is located. 
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Digital technology brought a completely new set of symbols containing the same data as the 

painted on car data. It is changing as the digital technology advances and  is approved by the 

American Association of Railroads. 


